
POST COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 15, 2007 

MONTANA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY 
HELENA, MT 

 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Winnie Ore, Wayne C. Ternes, Tony Harbaugh, Mike Reddick, Robert McCarthy, Mike 
Anderson, Bonnie Wallem, James Marble, Steve Barry, Frances Weeks, Dennis McCave, Ray 
Murray, Levi Talkington (depart 4:59 PM), Hannah Tillman (arrive 9:46 AM) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:   
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Geri Mason, Lisa Hunter, Kevin Olson, Kevin Phillips, John Forsman, Tim Barkley, Truman 
Tolson, John Granger, Deb Butler (arrive 11:15 AM) 
 
 
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Chair Winnie Ore opened the meeting at 9:18 AM 
 
Introductions of POST Council members and guests. 
Winnie Ore – Chair Person of POST Council, recently retired from Dept of Corrections 
Wayne Ternes – POST Director 
Tony Harbaugh – Sheriff of Custer County in Miles City 
Mike Reddick – Montana Highway Patrol 
Bob McCarthy – Silver Bow County Attorney 
Ray Murray – Public member 
Dennis McCave – Captain of Yellowstone County Detention Center 
Frances Weeks – Fort Peck Tribes Law Enforcement 
Steve Barry – Administrator for HR Dept of Corrections 
James Marble – Chief of Police in Missoula 
Bonnie Wallem – Board of Crime Control 
Mike Anderson – County Commissioner in Havre 
Lisa Hunter – Training Manager Dept of Corrections Training Center 
Geri Mason – Administrative Support Dept of Corrections/POST 
Kevin Olson - MLEA 
Kevin Phillips – State Auditor 
John Forsman – State Auditor 
Tim Barkley – Sheriff Fallon County 
Truman Tolson – Missoula Police Department 
Levi Talkington – Montana Police Association 
Hannah Tillman – Public Member formerly Bureau of Indian Affairs 
John Granger – Dept of Livestock,  
Deb Butler – Attorney for POST Council 
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Winnie’s philosophy – no profanity during meeting, feel free to get refreshments and use 
restrooms, open discussion, list of scope and representation of disciplines, invite guests that do 
the real work, new and different work with committees and deadlines, set standards, hold 
accountable. 
 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion 
Mike Anderson moved to approve the minutes of the August 2007 meeting. 
Levi Talkington seconded 
Dave McCave - amendment to minutes – correction on page 8 – Job task analysis might need to 
be completed. 
Motion carried. 
 
C. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Status of the ARM Rewrite – Winnie Ore 
Dennis McCave – Discussion ARM 23-14-402 Minimum standards for the 
appointment and continued employment of public safety officers, ARM 23-14-415 
Code of Ethics. 
 
Bonnie Wallem – take out the negative statements and make “I” statements. 
 
Steve Barry – separate the oath and code of ethics. 
 
Kevin Olson – concurs to work on the ARMS. 
 
Steve Barry – requirement to apply for the certification, initial investigation and 
provide HR information should be mandatory for person to report to certain types of 
charges against them.  Must be careful on 5th amendment. 
 
Dave McCave – Discussion ARM 23-14-803 Preliminary procedure in proceedings 
for suspension or revocation of certification. 
 
Wayne Ternes – procedure goes to hearings officer.  Director’s job in past is to 
gather information.  Director’s decision to bring to council. 
 
Kevin Olson – due process issue - Director is doing investigator, judge, jury and trial 
issues.  Director recommends to close case or move further. 
 
Ray Murray disagrees with Dennis McCave – there is a privacy issue with allegation 
information being directed at a public meeting with no merit to allegation. 
 
Kevin Olson – stated that things might be discussed with a smaller committee and go 
into executive closed session. 
 
Bonnie Wallem – brought up information that this is a human rights issue. 
 
Kevin Phillips  – State Auditors office investigate white collar crimes and does not 
want to see changes that would jeopardize their authority.  Would like to get involved 
with the ARM rewrite or at least notified about the ARM rewrite. 
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Winnie stated that the Board of Crime Control owns the ARM’s.  We are just 
beginning the process of the rewrite.  Hearings process to start in December.  We are 
currently running with no ARM’s.  Goal is to make sure there is a distinction between 
law enforcement and detention certification. 
 
Truman Tolson – training issues  - would like council to consider the amount of 
veterans that are coming back to work and consider giving armed force training 
POST credit. 
 
Winnie – out of state training courses that are not POST certified – may now apply for 
credit using the out of state form.  Suggested a committee to look at training issues. 
 
Winnie – Will appoint a committee to work on ARM process.  
 

2. Discussion Statutes regarding POST – Wayne Ternes 
Wayne opened discussion about what the MCA 2007 are and what they mean to the 
POST council.  Please review the statutes and become familiar with them. 
 

 D. New Business 
1. Creation of Resolutions 

Winnie stated there are currently no policies or procedures for the POST council.  
She stated the need to have a body of work that will be written down for future 
reference and a tracking system of the work that is done.  The purpose of the 
resolutions would be to set precedence and necessary guidance for specific 
matters and issues.  The POST council has bylaws.  Bylaws are formal -  
Resolutions are informal.  Resolutions state what happened and why we are 
doing it.  Create a number system of each resolution with an index separation by 
year. 
 
Motion  
Bonnie Wallem moved that the Public Safety Officers adopt the use of 
resolutions for the internal working of decisions that were made by the POST 
Council. 
Tony Harbaugh seconded 
 
Discussion 
Bob McCarthy made an amended motion to adopt a format to prove actions 
taken by this body and keep an index of resolutions and annually number our 
resolutions starting with number one. 
Mike Anderson seconded. 
 
Discussion 
Motion carried to amend the motion 
Amended motion carried 

 
2. Revocations/Suspensions/Closures 

Wayne Ternes brought forward information about ongoing cases.  He has not 
had the time to look at the revocations and suspensions. 
 
Deb Butler reported six pending in front of a hearings officer.  One will go to a 
hearing in February 2008.  The others go into default process and need to be 
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served.  Some sent certified mail.  One being hand delivered to Lincoln County.  
With the change to the ARM this affects the way POST Council handles the way 
revocations, suspensions and closures are processed.   
 
Kevin Olson questioned Deb Butler and Bob McCarthy - Can POST Council 
continue to operate under the MBCC ARM? 
 
Deb Butler stated the ARM is still in place and in effect. 
 
Bob McCarthy stated he thought the ARM would still be in place until the POST 
Council has time to adopt the updated ARM. 

 
3. EQ Challenges 

Wayne reported three requests: 
a.  David Bartholemew - Ronan Police Department 
b.  Gary Stanberry – Columbia Falls Police Department 
c.  Calvin O’Hara – Tribal Police Officer 
d.  Rudy Old Crow – Tribal Police Officer 
e.  Mr. Newell  – Ennis 
 
Motion 
Mike Anderson move to accept the EQ challenges as presented. 
Tony Harbaugh seconded 
Motion carried 

 
4. Extensions 

a.  Sheila Crowe - Wheatland County Sheriffs Office 
Extension to allow the deputy to participate in the next LE Basic. 
 
b.  Brian Lloyd – Game Warden – Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Lloyd met fitness requirements in April 2006.  Officially hired in December 2006.  
He is tentatively scheduled to attend LE Basic in January 2008.   
 
c.  Jason Kostelecky – Broadwater County  
Hired August 2007.  He is scheduled to attend basic in January 2008. 
 
d.  Denna Haugh – Broadwater County 
Hired December 2006 scheduled to attend April 2008. 
 
e.  Chief Myhre  - Fairview Police Department 
Chief Myhre wants to give his slot to a new officer to attend basic January 2008.  
Chief Myhre will attend basic April 2008. 
 
Motion 
Dennis McCave motion to approve the request 
Levi Talkington seconded 
Motion carried. 

 
5. Applications for Certificates 

Wayne Ternes reported on Applications for Certificates. 
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Pulling Carl Nelson’s Application for Detention-Correction Administrative 
Certificate - Carl Nelson is short ten hours of the required training to obtain his 
Administrative Certificate. 
 
Motion 
Mike Anderson motioned for approval as presented with exception to Carl 
Nelson 
Levi Talkington seconded 
Motion carried. 
 

6. Appointments to Committees 
All committees will notify the POST council members of date and time of their 
meetings.  This information will also be posted on the POST web site. 
 

• Business Plan Committee – looking at hiring a Consultant 
Steve Barry – Chair Person 
Bonnie Wallem 
Winnie Ore 
Wayne Ternes 
 

• Professional and Integrity Standards Committee 
Bonnie Wallem – Chair Person 
Levi Talkington  
Chief Coker – Libby Police Department 
Dan Burger – Missoula  
Wayne Ternes 
Deb Butler 
Terry Jess 
Jerry Williams 
Butch Huseby 
Tony Harbaugh 
Frances Weeks 
 

This committee would start exploring what integrity is all about and bring their 
ideas back to this body. The more diversity of people on the committee the 
better. 

 
• Curriculum Review Committee  

Dennis McCave – Chair Person 
Wayne Ternes 
Levi Talkington 
Ken Breidenbach 
Rich McClain 
Dave Garcia 
Greg Hintz 
 

This committee will need to review the basic courses offered at MLEA and the 
POST accredited training courses. 
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• ARM Committee 
 Levi Talkington – Chair Person 
 Bonnie Wallem 
 Deb Butler 
 Mike Anderson 

Mike Batista 
Kevin Olson 
Wayne Ternes 
 

  Meeting tentatively scheduled first week in December 2007. 
  
E.   Council Member Reports/Requests/Issues: 
 
 Winnie Ore – Council Chair 

• Meeting schedule – third Thursday of the quarter 
• Next meeting scheduled February 21, 2008 -  location to be announced 
• POST Retreat scheduled February 19  – 20, 2008 

o Retreat - February 19, 2008 12:00 pm - February 20, 2008 5:00 pm 
 

Deb Butler – POST Council Attorney 
• No report 

 
Wayne Ternes – Executive Director 

• POST Council members have authority 
• DOJ IT has been very helpful with the POST database 
• POST web page to go live November 15, 2007 
• New POST ID number - SSN removed from database 
• POST ID number to be used to enter the POST database 
• ID cards will be issued to POST certified officers 
• Database needs to be cleaned up 
• POST logo updated with correct name change 
• Forms have been updated and put on the web site 
• Council members will receive state ID’s 
• Lodging can be put on POST credit card if Wayne Ternes is contacted in 

advance 
• Currently working with HR on Administrative Support job profile 
• Open for discussion - Mineral County wants a deputy with Navy Military Police 

experience and training to receive EQ challenge for Basic.  Consensus of POST 
Council is to have the person attend LE Basic. 

• Missoula County has a new Under Sheriff that does not want to attend the 
Coroner Basic.  Under our current law coroners have to attend 16 hours of 
training annually.  Wayne was advised that the new Under Sheriff has to attend  
a 40 hour Coroner Basic. 

• Neil Burnett is not a current certified Peace Officer but is continuing to attend and 
receive POST credit hours in the database.  What is considered current training 
for Peace Officers to receive training to continue certification? 

• Mr. Clarkson wants to retain peace officer status.  He is retired from the Game 
Warden retirement but wants to start work again and join the PERS retirement 
system. 
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• Dawson Community College has a Reserve Officer training program and they 
want to bring the program forward to the POST council.  Tony Harbaugh uses the 
Dawson Community College Reserve Officer training program.  It is the option of 
the POST council to set a standard. 

• Great Falls Technical College is working with the Great Falls Police Department 
on a Public Safety Communicators course.  

• Gallatin County Andrea Lohr Pre-Trial Supervisor.  The Pre-Trial Supervisors 
currently attend Adult Probation & Parole Officer Basic.  This training does not 
apply do their current duties.  They are looking at out of state training. 

 
Mike Reddick – State Law Enforcement 

• Thanks to all state patrols that sent representation to the funeral services. 
 
Bonnie Wallem – MBCC 

• Delighted to be appointed to POST council 
 
James Marble – Chief of Police 

• Unable to attend the MACOP meeting 
 
Frances Weeks – Tribal Law Enforcement 

• Happy to be a part of the POST council 
• Trying to get a FLETSE basic for Tribal CO’s in Montana 

 
Robert McCarthy – County Attorney 

• County Attorneys Assn is concerned with the misdemeanor offense supervision 
 
Steve Barry – Corrections 

• Today is the Adult Probation & Parole Basic graduation 
• Another Adult Probation & Parole course scheduled to start March 3, 2008 
• CDOB is scheduled to start November 25, 2007 
• Several staff positions open 
• Several staff positions have been filled 

o Lisa Hunter -Training Manager 
o Curt Swenson -Training Bureau Chief 
o Rae Ann Forseth Programs Manager 
o Ted Ward Computer Trainer 

• Community Corrections Training Specialist position open 
 
Ray Murray – Public Member 

• Taken on licensing for ?? 
• Private investigators to be retained 
• New license for fire investigator 

 
Hannah Tillman – Public Member 

• Bureau of Indian Affairs is being looked at due to the escape and might be closed 
down. 
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Tony Harbaugh – Sheriff’s 
• No report 

 
Dennis McCave – Detention Centers/MSPOA 

• MSPOA has received a grant for town hall meetings to discuss racial profiling. 
• MSPOA is the holder of a grant for tracking offenders. 
• MSPOA applied for CDOB curriculum grant through NIC for curriculum review. 
• Jail standard process in progress. 
• MSPOA meeting January 2008 
• Hardin jail is not able to hold out of state offenders in their jail per the Attorney 

General. 
 
Levi Talkington – Local Law Enforcement/MPPA 

• Leased a building in Helena 
• Law suit issue 
• Hosting convention in Billings with MSPOA 
• Looking at lobbyists for MPPA 

 
Mike Anderson – MBCC 

• MBCC had a retreat.  The retreat had a facilitator that kept people on task 
• Looked at MBCC goals and objectives 
• First Annual Crime Prevention conference in Billings 
• MBCC is reorganizing due to POST reorganization 

 
F.   State Agency Reports: 
 
Kevin Olson – MLEA Administrator 

• Deb Butler has changed jobs 
• Working with HR on job profile to replace Deb’s position 
• Food service contract expires in December with Chili O’Briens 
• Advanced Instructor Development course scheduled next spring 
• Executive Leadership course scheduled in January 
• Thanked Steve Barry for Kerry Pribnow and Curt Swenson’s assistance with Adult 

Probation & Parole Basic 
• Received money from legislature to develop a Learning Center and repair existing 

buildings.  
 
G.   Public Comment: 
 
Sheriff Tim Barkley – Fallon County 

• Fallon County has no Community based programs 
• Bonnie Wallem suggested using Vision Net services for these programs 
• Would like the POST Council to look at consideration when setting mandatory 

minimum standards for physical fitness requirements in ARMs 
• Thanked MLEA and POST Council for listening to his concerns 
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Winnie Ore stated the physical fitness standard is an MLEA issue and POST Council issue. 
 
J.  Adjourn 

Chair Winnie Ore adjourned the meeting at 5:15 PM. 
Motion  
Tony  Harbaugh called to adjourn 
Mike Anderson seconded 
Motion carried  
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